
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 20 DECEMBER 2022 

Page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Tuesday, 20 December 2022  

Time: 1.00pm 

Location: Narrabri Shire Council Chambers 

46-48 Maitland Street 

Narrabri 

AGENDA 
Supplementary Reports 

Ordinary Council Meeting 

20 December 2022  
 

Rob Williams 
GENERAL MANAGER 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 20 DECEMBER 2022 

Page 2 

AGENDA 

1 Mayoral Minute ................................................................................................................ 3 

1.1 Mayoral Minute - Mayoral Appointments for November/December 2022 ................ 3 

14 Our Environment ............................................................................................................... 7 

14.3 Narrabri Gas Project (Santos) Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement ........................... 8 

16 Confidential (Closed Council) Meeting ............................................................................. 39 

16.4 Contract 2022-23-12 - Design and Construction of Bullawa Creek Bridge 
Replacement ............................................................................................................... 39 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 20 DECEMBER 2022 

 Page 3  
Item 1.1 

1 MAYORAL MINUTE 

1.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 

Responsible Officer: Ron Campbell, Mayor  

Author: Eileen Holliday, Executive Assistant 

Attachments: Nil  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council note the Mayoral appointments for the period 14 November 2022 to 16 
December 2022. 

   

 

For the information of Councillors, I provide details of my Mayoral appointments and 

attendances between the following dates 14 November 2022 to 16 December 2022. 

 

14 November 2022 

Invited to attend and speak at the free training and networking session held at the I.A 

Watson Grains Research Centre in Narrabri, for farmers or indigenous people interested in 

the development of native grains. 

 

14 November 2022 

2MaxFM fortnightly radio interview. 
 

14 November 2022 

Attended Road Response Group meeting with General Manager and Director Infrastructure 

Delivery. 

 

15 November 2022 

Attended meeting with Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s Executive Director of Basin Strategy 

and Knowledge, Greg Manning and Regional Engagement Officer, Annabelle Guest to 

understand what was happening in the Narrabri Shire. 

 

16 November 2022 

Podcasts/livestreaming on the condition of our Shire roads, also promoting "A Celtic 

Christmas by A Taste of Ireland" production held at The Crossing Theatre, Narrabri. 

 

17 November 2022 

In Sydney attending Floodplain Management Australia Meeting and Flood Inquiry 

Workshop. 

 

Met with Alysia Smith from the Rural Health Ministers office regarding the availability of the 

Japanese encephalitis vaccination and spoke about the sustainability of medical services in 
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Narrabri District Hospital where locum anaesthetists were brought to my attention, amongst 

other things.  I also shared a copy of a letter signed by four local doctors in our Shire. 

18 November 2022 

In Sydney attending Country Mayors Association (CMA) General Meeting and Annual 

General Meeting (AGM). 

 

19 November 2022 

Attended invitation to attend "A Celtic Christmas by A Taste of Ireland" production held at 

The Crossing Theatre, Narrabri. 

 

22 November 2022 

Attended Narrabri Shire Council Ordinary Council Meeting. 

 

23 November 2022 

Interview with Prime 7 News Tamworth in response to Narrabri Shire Council’s media release 

on “Road Services Operations Update” and answering the following questions provided by 

Prime 7 News: 

 

1. There’s widespread damage to Narrabri’s road network, due to ongoing rain and floods. 

How many defects are there at the moment?  

2. Roughly how much will it cost to repair these roads? 

3. In the recent press release, you mentioned the NSW Disaster Recovery Funding is 

‘greatly beneficial’ but ‘the process is timely, convoluted and directly managed by the 

Transport NSW’. Tell us how frustrating this process has been.  

4. Council is still waiting on approval from March and November 2021 events. Are you in 

communication with Transport for NSW and have they provided you with a rough time 

frame when Narrabri will receive the funding? 

5. How is this damage affecting business? Particularly that of primary producers. 

6. There are more than 60 road closures in the shire, is this affecting traffic in town?  

7. How much funding do you want to see from the State and Federal Governments? What 

Changes would you like to see in the future. 

8. December is going to be a wet summer, are you concerned the repairs that are occurring 

will be washed away?  

9. Council meeting was yesterday, did anything come of it in relation to Narrabri’s road 

network?  

 

23 November 2022 

Invited to attend photo opportunities with Minister for Regional Transport and Roads, Sam 

Farraway, in relation to the following grants: 

 

i. Sports Masterplan Upgrades (R4R) w/ Council for $350,040 grant 

ii. Narrabri Tennis Club Sports Masterplan Upgrades (R4R) w/ Council for $350,040 grant 
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iii. Council for $1,750,000 grant for Old Narrabri SR17 + Turrawan Road Intersection 

alignment AND upgrade of 1.3km of Old Narrabri Road (R4R) 

iv. Council for $675,000 Old Gunnedah Road Realignment (R4R) 

24 November 2022 

Interview with NBN News in response to Narrabri Shire roads, particularly in terms of harvest 

time. 

 

25 November 2022 

Attended invitation from St Joseph’s Primary Wee Waa’s 2022 School Musical “Christmas 

Recipe & Pirates of the Curry Bean” held at The Crossing Theatre, Narrabri. 

 

26 November 2022 

Invited to attended Newcastle Jets networking opportunity in Tamworth by The Port of 

Newcastle. 

 

28 November 2022 

2MaxFM fortnightly radio interview. 

 

28-30 November 2022 

Finalised yearly “wrap up” article from Narrabri Shire Council to be published in The Courier 

and The Coalface Northwest papers. 

 

1 December 2022 

Invited to attend and speak at International Day of People with Disability morning tea and 

disco party at The Crossing Theatre, with the theme for this year being: “Transformative 

solutions for inclusive development: the role of innovation in fuelling an accessible and 

equitable world“. 

 

5 December 2022 

Attended Lillian Hulbert Committee panel meeting to discuss applicants’ nominations for 

our annual award for the Lillian Hulbert Memorial Prize which will be announced and 

presented on Friday 24 February 2023. 

 

6 December 2022 

Attended Narrabri Shire Council’s Councillor Briefing session. 

 

7 December 2022 

Interview with NBN News in response to Narrabri Shire Council’s media release on the Shire 

securing funding for emergency pothole repairs under the NSW Government’s $50 million 

Fixing Local Roads Pothole Repair Round, with $739,849 in funding been allocated to the 

Shire to help cover the costs of repairing potholes on regional and local roads, following 

unprecedented weather and back-to-back flooding events. 

 

8 December 2022 
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Invited to attend the Gwabegar Public School Annual Presentation Day held at Gwabegar 

Public School. 

 

 

12 December 2022 

2MaxFM fortnightly radio interview. 

 

14 December 2022 

Invited to attend St. Francis Xavier's Primary School end of year presentation evening to 

celebrate the school’s achievements for 2022 held at The Crossing Theatre, Narrabri. 

 

15 December 2022 

Invited to attend Pilliga Public School Presentation event held at Pilliga Public School. 

 

16 December 

Interview with Seven Network Tamworth to provide an update on how Wee Waa is faring 

after the recent floods and generally how the Shire is coping in general.   
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14 OUR ENVIRONMENT 

 

THEME 2: OUR ENVIRONMENT 

STRATEGIC DIRECTION 2: A SUSTAINABLE AND COMPATIBLE NATURAL AND 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

Through extensive community engagement, the Narrabri Shire community identified several 
environmental priority areas to be actioned over the 2022/2026 period. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Current services provided within the Narrabri Shire community include:  

▪ Waste management and recycling 
▪ Environmental planning 
▪ Planning and development 
▪ Parks and open spaces  

▪ Noxious weeds control 
▪ Floodplain management 
▪ Water and sewer management 
▪ Stormwater management 

COMMUNITY OBJECTIVES 

In partnership with the community, government and non-government agencies, the Operational 
Plan will work towards achieving the following environmental strategic objectives:  

▪ A protected and enhanced natural environment 

▪ An integrated and strategic built environment 

▪ A resilient and sustainable environment 

KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

▪ Narrabri Shire Council 
▪ Narrabri Shire Community 
▪ Not for Profit Organisations 
▪ NSW Department of Planning and 

Environment 
▪ NSW Department of Primary Industries 
▪ Local Emergency Services 
▪ Local Primary Producers 
▪ Local Extractive Industries 
▪ Water NSW 
▪ Resilience NSW 

▪ NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
▪ NSW Environment Protection Authority 
▪ Community Consultative Committees 
▪ Transport for NSW 
▪ Passenger Transport Providers 
▪ Freight and Logistics Companies 
▪ Energy Providers 
▪ Australian Rail Track Corporation 
▪ Telecommunications Providers 
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14.3 NARRABRI GAS PROJECT (SANTOS) DRAFT VOLUNTARY PLANNING AGREEMENT 

Responsible Officer: Donna Ausling, Director Planning and Sustainability  

Author: Michelle Henry, Manager Planning and Development 

Attachments: 1. Santos Draft VPA (Final version for execution) ⇩   
 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ALIGNMENT 

4 Civic Leadership - Council as strong leaders for the Community 

Objective 4.2 A strong Council that advocates for the Community 

Strategy 4.2.2 Work cooperatively and appropriately with external parties to advocate for the 
community's best interests 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

At its February 2020 Ordinary Meeting, Council agreed in principle to the terms of a Voluntary 
Planning Agreement (“VPA”) with Santos NSW (Eastern) Pty Ltd for a total amount of $14.5 million. 
The draft VPA is the largest of its type agreed to by this Council. 

Pursuant to the requirements of section 7.5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
(EP&A Act) and the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 (EP&A Reg), the Draft 
VPA was placed on public exhibition from 24 May 2021 to 23 June 2021 In response, two (2) 
submissions were received from members of the community during this period which were 
considered at the Council meeting held in July 2021. 

In accordance with the terms of Council’s resolution under Minute No. 123/2021 the VPA 
documentation has now been finalised and is ready for both parties to execute (copy attached to 
this report). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council delegate authority to the General Manager to enter into the Voluntary 
Planning Agreement with Santos NSW (Eastern) Pty Ltd and execute all required 
documentation. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

Following public exhibition of the Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement, and consideration of 
submissions received, staff have now finalised the VPA documentation in consultation with the 
proponent. Projects that are identified to receive funding include the redevelopment of the Narrabri 
Airport Terminal, the Narrabri Sport and Tourism Precinct developments, Narrabri CBD Master Plan 
upgrades and Narrabri Library relocation/CUC expansion. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

Following public exhibition of the Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement, and consideration of 
submissions received, staff have now finalised the VPA documentation in consultation with the 

CO_20221220_AGN_2631_AT_SUP_files/CO_20221220_AGN_2631_AT_SUP_Attachment_16970_1.PDF
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proponent and now seek Council’s authority for the General Manager to execute the required 
documents. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Outlined in the body of the report. 

Further, in accordance with the VPA, Santos is required to pay the Council’s costs of preparing, 
negotiating, executing, and stamping the VPA, and any document related to the VPA. 

STATUTORY AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

In accordance with the draft VPA, Santos is required to pay the Council’s costs of preparing, 
negotiating, executing, and stamping the VPA, and any document related to the VPA.  

Pursuant to section 7.5 of the EPA&A Act and clause 25D of the EP&A Reg, the draft Narrabri Gas 
Project Voluntary Planning Agreement was placed on public exhibition for a period of twenty-eight 
(28) days.  

In accordance with the requirements of section 7.5(3) of the EP&A Act this further report 
accompanied by the final draft VPA is now presented to Council for endorsement prior to submission 
to the Minister. 

CONSULTATION 

Pursuant to section 7.5 of the EP&A Act and clause 25D of the EP&A Regulation, the draft Narrabri 
Gas Project Voluntary Planning Agreement was placed on public exhibition for a period of twenty-
eight (28) days from 24 May 2021 to 23 June 2021.  

External Consultation 

• Two (2) public submissions were received during the public exhibition period (considered at 
Council meeting held 27 July 2021). 

• Santos 

• Lindsay Taylor Lawyers 

Internal Consultation 

• Councillors. 

• Director Planning and Sustainability 

• Director Corporate and Commercial Services 

• Manager Governance and Risk 

• Manager Planning and Development 
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16 CONFIDENTIAL (CLOSED COUNCIL) MEETING  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council move into Closed (Public Excluded) Meeting of Council and that the press and 
members of the public be asked to leave the room whilst Council considers the following items: 

16.4 Contract 2022-23-12 - Design and Construction of Bullawa Creek Bridge Replacement 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (c) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council move out of Closed (Public Excluded) Meeting and that the resolutions from the Closed 
(Public Excluded) Meeting be read out to those present by the General Manager or their nominee. 

 

 


	Contents
	1	Mayoral Minute
	1.1  Mayoral Minute - Mayoral Appointments for November/December 2022
	Recommendation


	14	Our Environment
	14.3  Narrabri Gas Project (Santos) Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement
	Recommendation
	Attachments
	Santos Draft VPA (Final version for execution)


	16	Confidential (Closed Council) Meeting
	Recommendation to close the meeting


